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1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Meeting called to order at: 6:35 PM by William Stinson. 
 
PRESENT: McCann (Remote), Lorenc (Remote), Stinson (Remote), Gaffney (Remote), 
Clarke (Remote), Morawski (Remote), Marcussen (Remote) 
ABSENT: Faccone, Lin, Trevino 
 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Dr. Stinson shared a communication from Patrick Ries at Asset Resource Management LLC, who is representing 

property owners who live along Ritz Road and Railroad Street in Marengo regarding the groundwater use 

restriction ordinance. Mr. Ries said there was some incorrect information given by 300 West and Arnold 

Engineering at the McHenry County Board of Health Committee meeting on June 3, 2020 and wanted to comment 

on this. Ms. Ries noted the importance of having input from the people who will be impacted by this issue. There is 

approximately 1,270 acres within the groundwater use protection ordinance, with 90 acres owned by 300 West. 

Some of the properties within this area have not had any groundwater sampling conducted, horizontal and vertical 

extent of groundwater contamination has not been identified and the IEPA is still waiting for a final report 

regarding the extent of the contamination as well as a remediation plan. 300 West & Arnold Engineering are 

currently not in compliance with the consent order they agreed to.  
 
Water testing for contamination at the Arnold Engineering property has been going on since 2006, when 

groundwater investigations were conducted to access contaminants of concern on the property. Mr. Ries said it 

wasn’t until June 2013 that property owners were notified that their well water was unsafe to drink.  
 
Mr. Ries stated the property owners that have agreed to have City of Marengo water sent to their homes have not 

seen any construction of the laterals. Mr. Ries noted that this was intended to be a temporary solution and once 

the water is remediated, property owners want to return to using groundwater for their potable water supply.  
 
Mr. Ries said he is aware that the McHenry County State’s Attorney’s Office has previously rejected the use of the 

groundwater use restriction ordinance and it is his hope that the McHenry County Board of Health will come to the 

same conclusion.  

3. MINUTES APPROVAL 

A. Board of Health - Regular Meeting - May 11, 2020 6:30 PM 

RESULT: ACCEPTED BY VOICE 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Ted Lorenc 

SECONDER: Juliana Morawski 

AYES: McCann, Lorenc, Stinson, Gaffney, Clarke, Morawski, Marcussen 

ABSENT: Faccone, Lin, Trevino 

A. Disbursements 

B. Income & Expenses 

C. Administrator Report 

Ms. Adamson said that today the DCEO released guidelines for the state to enter Phase 4 starting on Friday, 

June 26.  The Department is currently reviewing the information and will be forwarding additional information 

to McHenry County restaurants and bars. 
 
Ms. Adamson told board members the budget process has started and the County is starting off with the 

assumption that we will have a maintenance budget but as more information comes in from sale revenues, 

etc., adjustments may need to be made later. The County’s plan is to begin to get the budgets before the 

committees beginning in July. The Department has started its budget and should have it for review and 

approval at the next Board of Health meeting.  
 
Strategic planning was set aside due to the pandemic and we are trying to get an updated timeline from the 

consultant and options available to facilitate possible online sessions with staff. We would like to have an in-

person meeting with the Board later in the year, but this will depend on the course of the pandemic.  
 
Regarding the temporary restraining order, Ms. Adamson said the last hearing was on June 1 2020 and on 

June 15, 2020 the judge denied the motion to reconsider and dissolve the temporary restraining order and the 

Department has now filed a brief with the appellate court.  

D. ADM Division Report 

E. ENV Division Report 

Ms. Nomm told board members that her department has been responding to complaints related to the 

executive order. Staff have responded to 58 complaints at food establishments, most of those involve mask 

and glove use, handwashing, and consumption of food onsite. Staff has been at over 200 food establishments 

doing trainings and accessing how they are dealing with the challenges. Ms. Nomm stated most are trying to 

comply and to provide safety measures for their staff and customers.  Ms. Nomm also noted the Department 

is waiting on a decision regarding beach openings; they are currently closed. Ms. Nomm was asked if masks 

are required for employees at food establishments and Ms. Nomm answered they are required if employees 

cannot meet the 6 foot separation from other employees or patrons. 
 
Dr. Stinson asked Ms. Nomm if she had any updates on the person who was impersonating an Environmental 

Health inspector. Ms. Nomm stated it was a man but will follow up with the McHenry Police Department for 

additional information.  

F. PHN Division Report 

Ms. Karras let board members know that the Department is getting an extension on some of the grants 

because we were unable to meet some of our deliverables because of the COVID-19 response. They are 
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coming in gradually and staff have reached out to ones we haven’t heard from yet and are waiting to hear 

back.  
 
Dr. Stinson asked if the COVID-19 Contact Tracing grant will need to continue for longer than 1 year. Ms. 

Karras said there is an opportunity from the State to extend the grant for beyond a year. Ms. Karras said our 

numbers are manageable now, but there is a concern for the upcoming fall season.  
 
Ms. Karras was asked to clarify what groups of people needed alternative housing. Ms. Karras stated it was for 

individuals who need to be in isolation or quarantine and can’t do it safely in their home or are unable to do it, 

such as the elderly population or homeless population as well as being open to first responders and essential 

health care workers. Ms. Karras said no one has used the housing yet and is scheduled to end at the end of the 

month.  

G. VPH Division Report 

Ms. Howell informed board members that National Animal Control Association (NACA) is offering online 

training for the first segment of the Animal Control Officer Certification. Animal Control was able to purchase 

10 training spots for $ 2,000. Ms. Howell stated this is the same 5-day training that is done off-site and we will 

be able to keep everyone in house. Ms. Howell said that a final test is still needed in order to pass the training.  
 
Interviews are being held for the open Volunteer Coordinator position and we are getting close to hiring 

someone. Ms. Howell said the new coordinator will be focusing a lot on social media campaigns and the 

website and a lot of exciting ideas have been discussed. 
 
Ms. Howell said there are no animals currently in the adoption center. After the holiday, meetings will be 

taking place to discuss how the process will work to get animals back into the center.  

5. NORTHWESTERN MEDICINE DISBURSEMENTS 

1. Northwestern Medicine Disbursements 

RESULT: APPROVED [5 TO 0] 

MOVER: Mary McCann 

SECONDER: Kyle Marcussen 

AYES: McCann, Gaffney, Clarke, Morawski, Marcussen 

ABSTAIN: Lorenc, Stinson 

ABSENT: Faccone, Lin, Trevino 

6. PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

A. McHenry County Mental Health Board Update on Efforts and Services during the COVID-19 
Outbreak 

Scott Block, Executive Director of the McHenry County Mental Health Board gave a brief summary of what the 

Mental Health Board has been involved with during the COVID-19 pandemic. Mr. Block stated that prior to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, over 1/3 of the McHenry County population were dealing with behavioral or mental 

health disorders which impacts all sectors of our community. A recent study directly related to COVID-19 by 

the Kaiser Family Foundation showed 50% of respondents stated COVID had an effect on their mental health 

and 20% had a significant effect with a negative impact on their ability to function on a daily basis.  
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The Mental Health Board’s primary mandates are to plan, develop, evaluate and fund the local system of 

mental health, substance abuse and developmental disability services. When COVID-19 hit, the Mental Health 

Board quickly restructured in order to meet the needs of the community. The Mental Health Board adopted 

several COVID relief funding opportunities which provided $400,000 in COVID relief and allowed providers to 

retain staff and keep the doors open for community members in need. Mr. Block noted not one local provider 

had to close their facility, although all were impacted. 
 
Another important development was a shared communication platform with United Way and Community 

Foundation. It allowed the Mental Health Board, United Way and Community Foundation to accept questions 

and provide information to the 50 funded providers in all of our networks. 
 
The Mental Health board also focused on getting information out to the public through radio commercials and 

local newspaper articles. The United Way, Community Foundation and the Mental Health Board also 

promoted the use of 211, the crisis line and the McHelp mobile app. Mr. Block added that 211 and McHelp 

app saw an increase in users and there has recently been an increase of callers to the crisis line. The Mental 

Health board also kept in direct communications with State Department agencies to receive the most current 

information.  
 
Mr. Block said the board worked with several providers to develop some new support groups and these were 

offered remotely. There are groups available for school professionals, essential healthcare providers and 

parents. Mr. Block stated that they are working directly with Northwestern Medicine and the crisis line and 

are now offering any entity in the community an access to critical instant stress management de-briefings.  
 
Mr. Block briefly discussed the results of a survey done with our local providers and the upcoming state and 

county budgets and how that will affect mental health services.  

RESULT: PRESENTED 

7. OLD BUSINESS 

A. Status of Food Health Permit Renewals 

Ms. Nomm reminded board members that the Board of Health approved a 60-day extension for payments of 

health permits back in March. The health permit expiration date is June 30, 2020 and there are currently 316 

facilities that have not made payment. The unpaid revenue represents approximately 30% of the total 

estimated revenue from health permits. Ms. Nomm said the Environmental Health staff’s recommendation 

would be to offer a 3 payment option with payments due on July 15, August 15 and September 15. Ms. Nomm 

said we would permit them for the installment period. By the September payment, most facilities should know 

whether or not they will be able to move forward with their business.  Ms. Nomm reassured the board that 

inspections on all facilities are still taking place on a daily basis.  
 
Dr. Stinson said some leeway should be given to these establishments and allow for an extension or 

installment payments or a combination of both. Most establishments had to partially or completely close their 

businesses and many of the establishments are just beginning to open because they don’t have the ability for 

outside seating.  
 
It was decided by board of health members that the Department will give a 60-day extension which will allow 

time for businesses to recoup some of their losses and the Department can then offer a more customized 

payment plan when the extension ends.  
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Kyle Marcussen 

SECONDER: Mary McCann 

AYES: McCann, Lorenc, Stinson, Gaffney, Clarke, Morawski, Marcussen 

ABSENT: Faccone, Lin, Trevino 

B. Board of Health Regulation, Ordinance, Promotion & Planning Committee June 3, 2020 Meeting 
discussion regarding Groundwater Use Restriction Ordinance Recommendation, 300 West 
Street, Marengo 

Dr. Stinson told board members that a presentation was given by representatives of 300 West LLC and Arnold 

Engineering to the Regulation, Ordinance, Promotion & Planning Committee on June 3, 2020.  
 
Dr. Stinson stated they are hoping to have the Groundwater Use Restriction Ordinance approved by the 

Department of Health. Dr. Stinson said committee members were concerned that the committee was only 

hearing one side of the issue. Committee members agreed it would be advantageous to also meet with 

residents that would be impacted by this ordinance and hear their opinions on this matter.  
 
Ms. Nomm said she had reached out the States Attorney’s office regarding the appropriateness of inviting 

residents to the meeting and they stated it was completely appropriate and they would be happy to 

participate in the meeting.  
 
It was determined that a special meeting of the Board of Health should be called to discuss this particular 

topic. Board members will try to set a date and choose an appropriate venue with enough time to invite 

residents and other interested parties to hear both sides before making a decision. 

RESULT: PRESENTED 

8. NEW BUSINESS 

A. COVID-19 Contact Tracing Grant 

Ms. Adamson said this is a non-competitive grant through IDPH funded with federal dollars. The award 

amounts were calculated at the time IDPH released the grant. McHenry County was awarded $2,861,712 to 

build capacity and infrastructure to do contact tracing such as hiring additional staff, more mobility and hiring 

community health workers who can get out to very specific populations that are experiencing some of the 

disparities. Ms. Adamson said it is a large amount of money to support health departments to do contact 

tracing.  
 
Ms. Adamson was asked about the contact tracers. Ms. Adamson explained we would work with an outside 

temp agency who would manage the interviewing process in conjunction with the Department, and be 

responsible for hiring the tracers. MCDH will write the job descriptions and the Nursing Division will decide 

who will be hired.  
 
Mr. Marcussen asked what kind of training would be required. Ms. Karras stated the Illinois Department Public 

Health is providing the training and is already available on I-TRAIN. They are using a national training model, 

combined with information specific to Illinois.  
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Ms. Adamson added the State also has developed a contact tracing platform called Salesforce that interfaces 

with I-NEDSS. It is currently being pilot tested before the State rolls it out in phases.  
 
Motion made by Ms. Morawski, second by Ms. McCann to approve COVID-19 Tracing Grant. Motion 
passed unanimously with a roll call vote. 

RESULT: PRESENTED 

B. McHenry County Department of Health's Website 

Ms. Adamson stated that there are limitations to the current platform the County uses on its website.  Ms. 

Adamson mentioned the carousel on the front page of the county website that scrolls through images. The 

Department can only add clickable photos to our part of the website. Because of pre-existing templates on the 

website, we are unable to change the layout of the pages or to change the background on our website. Some 

other departments are exploring the possibility of getting an outside vendor to develop a website.  
Ms. McCann stated the Kane County website is more effective and user friendly to use than our website.  This 

is a good time for the Department to evaluate the way we communicate information to the public Ms. 

McCann said that since we are going to be doing some strategic planning, that would be an opportune time to 

start with the framework we currently have and be able to expand.  
 
Ms. Adamson said the Department can explore areas to improve what we do have on the site and would help 

the public navigate the site.  
Some suggestions by board members were exploring a dual website with the Mental Health Board and the 

costs involved and having a presentation from the IT Department regarding updating the current website and 

other possible options available to the Department.  

RESULT: PRESENTED 

9. BOARD ISSUES 

10. INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION (AS NECESSARY) 

12. APPENDIX 

A. Media Detail 

RESULT: PRESENTED 

B. Webstat 

RESULT: PRESENTED 

C. ENV Well & Septic Report 

RESULT: PRESENTED 

D. ENV Lab Report 
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RESULT: PRESENTED 

E. PHN Reports 

RESULT: PRESENTED 

F. VPH Reports 

RESULT: PRESENTED 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made by Ms. Gaffney, second by Mr. Marcussen to adjourn meeting at 9:08 pm. Motion passed 
unanimously with a voice vote.  


