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McHenry County Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan

Municipal & Township Adoption Instructions
November 2010
The McHenry County Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan (Mitigation Plan) has been approved by the Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and it now must be adopted by the County and each municipality.  Township adoption is optional, though recommended.  Unincorporated areas of the County are covered under the County adoption of the Mitigation Plan.

Adoption Instructions:

1.  Download the final McHenry County Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan, December 2010 and the Mitigation Plan Executive Summary at:
http://www.co.mchenry.il.us/departments/emergencymanagement/Pages/HazardMitigationPlanning.aspx
2.  Edit the “[Sample Municipal] RESOLUTION” or “[Sample Township] RESOLUTION”, as appropriate, for your community.  Make any desired changes, however what must stay is the first “BE IT RESOLVED”:  

“that the McHenry County Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan, December 2010, is hereby adopted as an official plan of the [City/Village],”

If there are action items that are not acceptable to your community, then you can insert “no action” or “no participation” next to that action item. 
3.  Present the resolution to your Council or Board.  You may choose if you’d like to provide the members with a copy of the full Mitigation Plan or just the Executive Summary.  The FAQs should also be provided to the members.  

4.  Messages to emphasize to your Council or Board are:

· The Mitigation Plan is a plan that makes us and McHenry County eligible for mitigation grant funds from the FEMA.  Grants funds can be applied for when a mitigation project is identified.
· Each municipality that adopts the Mitigation Plan is to implement the parts of the Mitigation Plan that apply to them as resources (staff time and funding) become available.  
· “Available” means through our community’s existing budget (perhaps to become a Tree City USA or a StormReady Community) or through a mitigation grant from FEMA (for a specific mitigation project).  If resources are not available, then implementation of an action item is not expected.

· If there are parts of the Mitigation Plan that we cannot implement (either because we choose not to or because we don’t have the resources), then there is no penalty or loss of FEMA eligibility.  As long as our municipality stays in good standing with the National Flood Insurance Program, we will always have FEMA funds available to us.  

· Again, the adoption of the Mitigation Plan makes new hazard mitigation grant funds available to McHenry County.

· Each municipality that adopts the Mitigation Plan can apply to IEMA/FEMA for mitigation grants on their own.   Ideally, there will be some countywide grants that the County will pursue, or perhaps a joint project between our municipality and the County.  For example, public information activities or watershed studies.
5.  Pass the resolution.  
6.  Send a copy of the adoption resolution to McHenry County EMA.

McHenry County EMA

2200 N. Seminary Avenue

Woodstock, IL  60098

REEllswo@co.mchenry.il.us

7.  Send a copy of the adoption resolution to IEMA:
Mr. Jared Owen

Illinois Emergency Management Agency

1035 Outer Park Drive

Springfield, IL  62704

Jared.Owen@Illinois.gov

8.  Implement the Mitigation Plan and consider mitigation grant opportunities.
Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Bob Ellsworth at McHenry EMA (815-338-6400; REEllswo@co.mchenry.il.us) or Molly O’Toole of Molly O’Toole & Associates, Ltd. (630-889-9774; molly@mollyotoole.com).  Thank you!
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