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The appropriate use of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is essential to control the spread of the SARS-CoV-2 virus (COVID-19).  

1.  All students/staff members will wear a cloth face covering throughout the day.  The exceptions are for lunch or a mask break, preferably outdoors, maintaining the 6 feet physical distancing.  


2. Nurses/Health Office staff:
· Should wear a face mask and a face shield daily for the routine care of students.  
· When a student or staff member is suspected of exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19, the nurse should switch to a N-95 respirator.   Per OSHA, the N-95 must be fit tested in order to be compliant.  
· It is suggested that when a nurse leaves the Health Office to go to another area of the school, a lab coat is worn to cover the clothing.
· If a nurse is performing an aerosol-generating procedure(AGP-any procedures more likely to generate higher concentrations of infectious respiratory aerosols than coughing, sneezing, talking or breathing), a gown, gloves, eye protection and respirator must be worn. Commonly performed medical procedures (might occur during the school day) that are often considered AGPs could include: open suctioning of airways, sputum induction, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, manual ventilation, nebulizer administration (questionable) or high flow O2 delivery. 


3. Staff working with special education students who are unable to wear cloth face coverings and /or may have difficulty controlling their secretions.
· Should wear a face mask and a face shield for the routine care of students. May need a gown and gloves depending upon the situation.
· Suctioning of students should be completed in a designated area.  
.  
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