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  “A Look Into the Past”  by Sergeant Ken Neilsen 

 “The Pipes Are Calling” 
                                                                             

Have you ever 
wondered why 
the bagpipes are 
played at police 
funerals, and cere-
monies? Well if 
you have I’ve got 
the answer for 
you and it has a 

lot to do with American and 
world history.              

     During the turn of the 19th. 
Century the United States saw an 
overwhelming influx of immi-
grants. Many of these new Ameri-

can citizens were from Ireland and 
Scotland. They like other fresh off 
the boat immigrants attempted to 
seek out gainful employment. 
What they found in its place how-
ever was hostility and discrimina-
tion. Thus, they took what jobs 
they could get which in most cir-
cumstances were the least desir-
able.   

     At the top of the “least desir-
able” list during that time period 
was Police and Fire positions. 
These jobs paid little, were consid-
ered quite dangerous, and re-
ceived very little respect from the 
public. As a result the Police ranks 

swelled with Irish and Scotch immi-
grants who brought along with 
them their own ethnic customs 
and music. This of course is where 
the bagpipes come in and eventu-
ally became traditional within the 
Law Enforcement Profession.  

     So now you have a ready an-
swer if you are ever asked why the 
pipes are played at police ceremo-
nies and funerals. If you however 
decide that a history lecture is too 
long of an answer just tell them 
that “where ever brave men and 
women are, so are the pipes” and 
remember there is no shame in 
tradition and heritage.              

Sgt. Ken Neilsen 

The pictured 
boats only 
have one thing 
in common, 
they are all ra-
dio controlled.  
The sail boat is 
powered by 
wind.  The 
speed boat 
runs on nitro 
fuel, and the 
fire boat and 
submarine are 

both electric powered.  

     The sail boat and speed boat 
both require a lake or pond.  The 
fire boat is at home in any size 
swimming pool and actually 
shoots water about 6 feet.  The 
sub can be used in a pool, but 
seems to be more at home explor-
ing fish tanks with its three for-

ward facing lights.  It even has red 
and green flashing lights in the 
rear. 

     Radio controlled boats come in 
all shapes and sizes.  Like planes 
and cars, they can be divided into 
two major classes, toy and hobby.  
The toy versions tend to be much 
cheaper, but not without reason.  
The radios are very limited in range 
and usually of poor quality.  The 
boats themselves are purchased 
fully assembled and if something 
breaks, your only option is to buy 
another boat. 

     Hobby boats are purchased in 
one of three ways.  Kit, ARR, and 
RTR.  A boat kit has the material to 
build the boat, but lacks motor and 
radio gear.  ARR stands for almost 
ready to race.  The boat is mostly 
assembled, and requires you to pur-
chase the running gear and radio 

system.  RTR is ready to race.  The 
boat is assembled and the motor 
and radio gear are already in-
stalled. 

     The advantage of the hobby 
boat is replacement parts and the 
flexibility of building the boat the 
way you want it.  I am currently 
building a kit version of the PT-109.  
I could have built it with a nitro 
engine, but decided to go electric 
to avoid a problem with having 
fuel on board (The boat will fire an 
Este rocket powered torpedo off 
each side of the deck).  Every part 
of the boat is repairable or replace-
able.  I even installed a bilge pump 
made by Ram products, incase it 
takes on water.  I hope to have it 
finished for next month’s article but 
it depends on the weather.  Hey, 
who wants to spend time building 
when you 
can be sail-
ing, flying or 
driving…..?  
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